
 
“Moving from Complaint to Possibility…from Planning to Implementation” 

 
Government 

 
The purpose of government is to engage in activities to promote the “common good,” and to 
regulate and control social, political and economic spheres. Government entities must 
collaborate with local communities, businesses, and the philanthropic communities to impact 
violence. To alleviate the root causes of violence, and not merely control the violence, 
governmental entities should do the following: 
 

• Fund, monitor and evaluate programs that meet the physical, spiritual and emotional 
needs of children, youth, families and adults in the community. These needs affect the 
human spirit, i.e. acceptance, belonging to community, positive social grouping, as well 
as affirmation of the self and the community 

 
• Support “real” programs that emphasize keeping families safely together. 
 
• Pass, implement, and enforce regulations and legislation that protect the civil rights of all 

people.  Be open to participate in evaluations of program effectiveness to ensure that 
such programs meet the needs of affected individuals. 

 
• Create and/or expand opportunities for input from youth, families and adults regarding 

policies aimed at reducing violence. 
 
• Produce a political report card to assess accountability to responsibilities and campaign 

promises involving the reduction of violence. This report should be presented to the 
public periodically, preferably quarterly. 

 
• Provide incentives, including tax incentives, for businesses participating in the economic 

revitalization of blighted areas; providing training/apprenticeship programs; creating 
employee wellness plans and programs; and developing employer sponsored childcare. 

 
• Commit finances and provide sufficient staff for expanded and comprehensive youth 

employment and apprentice programs. 
 
• Provide community education forums about political and governmental processes. 

 
• Fund programs for those transitioning from the criminal justice system. 
 
• Fund and support mentoring programs, particularly those which recruit more persons of 

color. 
 
• Fund and promote entities which can provide wide publicity for positive examples of 

African American images and role models. 
 



• Legislate, regulate, and provide funding for culturally relevant best practices that ensure 
a quality education for all children, especially African Americans, to prepare them to live 
in a global community. 

 
• Fund educational programs from pre-kindergarten through grade 12 that ensure that 

students can function well in cultural, recreational, and social contexts. 
 

• Support research initiatives that identify best practices in violence prevention. Give 
priority support to programs that integrate the best practices in violence prevention. 

 
• Ensure that all people have access to comprehensive illness prevention and treatment 

health services regardless of financial status. 
 

• Form partnerships with communities that include health care centers and health care 
clients to ensure that the physical, social, and emotional needs of everyone are being 
met in a culturally sensitive manner. 

 
• Fund programs for early childhood stimulation to assist children in reaching 

developmental milestones. 
 
• Provide wellness centers that include recreation and education. 

 
• Provide health insurance coverage for both mental and physical health care services. 

 


