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It takes a Village to Raise a Child!
It takes everyone to heal the community and end the violence.

Since its ‘conception’ on February 8, 2007, the COALITION AGAINST VIOLENCE has been
striving to develop, write, and finally implement perhaps one of the most comprehensive and
detailed documents ever produced in the Pittsburgh metropolitan region by ‘ordinary’ citizens.
Filled with broad-based strategies for reducing violence in the Pittsburgh metropolitan region,
the COALITION AGAINST VIOLENCE Document 2008 includes something for every segment
of society to undertake in drastically reducing the violence that permeates so many of our
neighborhoods and communities.

The process by which this document was written is, perhaps, one of the most extraordinary and
unique processes ever to be utilized by any collaboration or coalition in the history of Pittsburgh.
This was democracy and diversity in action. Anyone who came to the table had a ‘voice’ which
was honored by everyone present. Each action item was thoroughly discussed by those
present at the working sessions. This document was written by collective action, through
collaboration and consensus. Without the dedication, time, commitment and faith of so many
people, this document would not have been able to “move from complaint to possibility...from
planning to implementation.”

Therefore, the COALITION AGAINST VIOLENCE wishes to acknowledge all of the members of
the village who made this possible!

From the person who attended just one meeting, to the people who came week after week after
week. From the children who came with their parents, to the grandparents and great-
grandparents who brought their wisdom to the table. From the people who answered the call to
write strategies for action, to the people who provided technical assistance and support. From
the board rooms of corporations and universities, to the block watch clubs and community and
faith based organizations. From the youth who have inherited the legacy of violence, to the
elders who have, through their faith and love, shown us how to heal the community of violence.

We say “thank you” to all.
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edition of this document
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We Remember!

THANKS to the team led by the NAACP Pittsburgh Branch in 1995, which involved
community and religious leaders, representatives from various community-based
organizations and concerned citizens that produced the “Strategy ‘95" document. The

“Strategy ‘95" document served as the foundation upon which the Coalition Against
Violence document was created.



